





ow can we reinvent classic literature to emphasize the queer subtext in it? How would
Dracula play out differently with Jonathan Harker and Dracula's relationship on full display?
This short graphic novel takes quotations from Bram Stoker's Dracula and puts them in a new
context with specific words edited to further the queer narrative. Dracula was heavily inspired
by Bram Stoker's relationship with his lifelong friend, and famous actor, Henry Irving. Many
scholars believe that Stoker projected his admiration and desire for Irving through Dracula's
hypnotic and charismatic personality. In addition, the homoerotic subtext of Dracula was tied
to another one of Stoker's close friends, Oscar Wilde. Due to Wilde's imprisonment for his
sexuality, and for fear of negative connotations, Stoker did his best to remove mentions of
Wilde's name from his work. No matter the case, Dracula's queer context is important to
recognize, and I hope you enjoy this brief insight into what that kind of story would look like
in the modern era.

About the Author:

Elliot Rex is an independent multimedia artist, character
and video game designer based in Los Angeles. They are
interested in interactions between technology, the body,
and monsters. Their work is heavily influenced by science
fiction and horror as well as modern goth and internet
culture. Some of their games are about gay vampires,
charming cryptids, and spooky spaceships, with plenty
more bizarre ideas on the way.
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As for Stoker, his true marriage was to Henry [rving,

a selfish, devouring man who soaked up the talent,
time, and devotion of his acolytes, of whom Stoker
was the foremost; many readers have found an echo
of Irving and Stoker in the relationship between the
paragitical Dracula and his hapless victims... Though
Stoker never asked Irving to play the role, it is
impaossible to believe that he did not have a stage
version, with Irving in the lead, in mind when he
wrote Dracula... With Irving's death, Bram Stoker's
life lost its focus and purpose|
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